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struggle might be for the industrialists and the pro-
letariat. The common man in Germany bore the
entire burden of the struggle for the Ruhr just as he
had borne the war burden. It is he who must chiefly
be thanked if the country ^as once again saved from
dismemberment. The National Socialists who to-day
speak so contemptuously of the fourteen years of the
republic in those days had absolutely no understanding
of Germany's desperate struggle for existence. While
the German workers on the Rhine, in the Ruhr, in
all of Germany, starved and sacrificed, the National
Socialists turned their weapons against the " November
criminals " as they used to term labour officials and
democrats. It was clear to us that without national
independence we could neither attain nor preserve
domestic freedom.
This struggle for independence, forced on us from
the outside, added tremendously to the difficulty of
clarifying our internal problems and led to an increas-
ing paralysis of the domestic economy. The paper
certificates which were called money grew into figures
ever more astronomical. Their value was measured
with the dollar. After my return from Paris the dollar
had risen on the Berlin exchange to a value of more
than seven million marks. Shops began to close at
midday because, with the sharp rise of the dollar,
business men could no longer keep up with the rapidly
changing prices.
In the midst of all this unrest I was able to pay a
short visit to my parents in the occupied territory. I
found my mother very much disturbed. She com-
plained that my father was simply giving away his
entire stock of goods ; unlike others, he refused to
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